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California Rock Stories
[Modified from "Questioning the Franciscan Rocks" (National Park Service)]
The purposes of this activity are to:
· investigate the “life histories” of several of California's rocks, including Franciscan 
      Complex rocks of the San Francisco Bay Area, and 
· become familiar with the descriptive language used by geologists to identify rocks. 
Instructions

1.  
Examine each rock sample, using your hand lens.   

2.  
Referring to the "Describing Rocks" handout, write a description of each rock.

   
Pay attention to clues that might help you determine whether the rock formed by 



igneous, sedimentary, or metamorphic processes
3.  
Use the "Rock History" cards to explore each rock's history and to identify it.
	Sample 1
	Rock Name:



	Rock Description



	What is this rocks "life story"?



	Is this rock igneous, metamorphic, or sedimentary?  (Circle one)

Explain.




	Sample 2
	Rock Name:



	Rock Description



	What is this rocks "life story"?



	Is this rock igneous, metamorphic, or sedimentary?  (Circle one)

Explain.


	Sample 3
	Rock Name:



	Rock Description



	What is this rocks "life story"?



	Is this rock igneous, metamorphic, or sedimentary?  (Circle one)

Explain.




	Sample 4
	Rock Name:



	Rock Description



	What is this rocks "life story"?



	Is this rock igneous, metamorphic, or sedimentary?  (Circle one)

Explain.




	Sample 5
	Rock Name:



	Rock Description



	What is this rocks "life story"?



	Is this rock igneous, metamorphic, or sedimentary?  (Circle one)

Explain.




	Sample 6
	Rock Name:



	Rock Description



	What is this rocks "life story"?



	Is this rock igneous, metamorphic, or sedimentary?  (Circle one)

Explain.




	Sample 7
	Rock Name:



	Rock Description



	What is this rocks "life story"?



	Is this rock igneous, metamorphic, or sedimentary?  (Circle one)

Explain.




	Sample 8
	Rock Name:



	Rock Description



	What is this rocks "life story"?



	Is this rock igneous, metamorphic, or sedimentary?  (Circle one)

Explain.
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