My NASA Data: ENSO and Precipitation
http://mynasadata.larc.nasa.gov/
· Click on Lesson Plans

· Next to the SQL, select Search by Data Category
· Click on the drop down menu and select Precipitation

· Click Search for Lesson Plans
· Scroll down to look at the various lesson plans.  Select “Comparing the Effects of El Nino and La Nina” and click on View Lesson Plan
· You will be doing a modification of Part I (see below)
Procedure
Part 1: Look at the precipitation profile for California.
· Click on the Live Access Server Link
· Select Atmosphere
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· Select Precipitation


· Select Monthly Precipitation and click Next

· Under Select View, choose Time Series
· Under Select Output, choose Line Plot
· To select a point in California, you can either click on the map or you can put in the coordinates 37 N (Latitude) and 121 W (Longitude)
· Under Select Time Range, choose Jan 1979 to February 2007 (the full time range available). 

· Click Next to view your graph.  Make sure pop-up blockers are turned off.
Questions:

1. What trends do you notice about precipitation in California?
2. When were the droughts?

3. Can you tell when there was an El Nino?

Part II:

Compare the effects of ENSO in two different locations in the United States: one in California and one in Kansas.
· Using the window with the map in it, click the Compare Two tab on the left hand side of the window.

· Make sure the Select View still says Time Series
· Under Select Output select Overlay Plot
· Click on Variable 1 to the right of the map and enter 37 N (Latitude) and 121 W (Longitude) – the California coordinates.  

· Select time range Nov 1997 and Feb 1999.

· Then click on variable 2 and enter 37 N (Latitude) and 116 W (Longitude) – the Kansas coordinates.

· Click Next
· An overlay line plot should appear in a new window.

Compare the two lines.  Which is California and which is Kansas?  What are the differences between the two lines?  Why?
